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Greetings and Best Wishes
for Christmas
and the New Year
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Dr. Turberville's Morris

1990 Programme
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MORRIS WORKSHOP

BLEDINGTON

EncLisy Dance ¢ Somca
VAL 3B Ned (Wierer 1976)

EDITED BY RUSSELL WORTLEY
MORRIS:

Stages in the Recovery of a Dance Tradition
Part 1)

When Cecil Sharp first heard about the Bledington
Morris in 1909 it struck him as " evidently a very
rustic morss get and one of the highest of interest ™
(Falk Dance Newes 1, 89). He found four of the
old dancers living—John Hitchman (then 59),
Jonathan Harris, Edwin (Ted) Gibbs and Thomas
Wright—as well as Charles Benfield (68) the hddler
who lived &t the neighbouring hamlet of Bould.
Benfield told him that the Maorris had lapsed 15-20
years before and that he had later faught some
vounger men but could not n-
duce them to continue.  Io the
following year (1210) two
dances and one jig appeared 1o
the first edition of Part III of
The Maorris Book—The Gai-
lant Hussar and Leap-Frog
having besn learnt from the
fiddler and the jig Priocess
Roval from Mr. Hitchman
Three years later, after vising
Ted Gibbs, * & Grst-rae dan-
cer,” Sharp published Parm W
of The Morris Boaok in collab-
oration with George Butter-
worth. This contained re-
vised descriptions of the three
gbove mentioned dances to-
gether with two additional
dances, Trunkles and William
and Mancy, and rwo additional
jigs, Lumps of Plum Pudding
and Ladies’ Pleasure. The
Preface scknowledges the as-
sistapce of B 3. E. Tiddv in
“ helping to collect the Bled-
mgtan Dances ™

In 1524 the Travelling Morrnice performed the
Bledingion dances (as published) in the presence
of John Hitchman and, sepamtely, Charies Penfield
(EFDS News 1, 252). According to Keoworthy
Schoficld who had been one of the dancers on that
pioneering Morris tour, there were three points on
which both the local men independently declared
the performances differed from their own practice;
first, the Bledington dancers did not bend forward
in the fore-capers; secondly, they kicked forward
but oot back in the uprights; and thirdly, there was
no shuffie back in the half-gip (JEFDSS 1, 147, 1934,
Schoficld points out that there is in fact no mention
of bending forward in the published description
of the forecaper, also that in the first published
dllz'scnptlnn of the upright there is no mention of
kicking either forward or back. It should be noted

that between the onginal and revised i

of Bledmgion, Sharp had discovered mﬂ'ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂﬁ
(in Part TV of The Morris Book, 1911) the Sherbarme
Morris with its * split-jump * uprights 1 I4 reason-
able to assume that for the purpose of publication
he decided to assimilate the Iatter into the Bleding-
ton dances .

In 1929 the Travelling Morrice encountered Creorge
Hathaway, formerly of Bledington, but for long rest-
dent at Stow-on-the-Wold George had besn a
member of the *young® sids of
Bledington dancers. He wmught
the single-file processional
called Hev Away (JEFDSS 1L
T, 1932y and through
the following wears he was
frequently visited by members
of the ciub. It appeared that
Charlie Benfield fiddied for
the voung side until he zot too
old when his place was maken
bv Henry Steed who was pot
such a good player. Benfield
Seems to have been greatly
admired, even revered by some
of the younger men; George
Hathaway's brother-in-law,
Lewis Hall, another member
of the young side often spoke
of im as ** a wonderful man ™
John Hitchman, another of the
older generation, was their
Squire (ie. Fool). Of the
six dancers four had moved
away or died, leaving only
George and  his' brother-in-
law, the latter sull living at
Bledington. Apparently the voung side finally
gave up owing to the opposition of stall-holders at
village fairs who drowned their music with rattles,
their last appearance being at Fifield Club.

Both George and Lewis took a keen interest in the
Travelling Morrice visits to Stow aod Bledington
during the 19305 and, as confidence srew berween
us (by this time, 1936/37, I was myself a member of
the club) and as we encouraged them to put us
right in the dancing, much was legrot from them
although by this time both were slderlv and handi-
capped by * rheumatics,”

(10 be continued)

Phaio eemire
GEQORGE HATHAWAY 4 Siaror Rodd, Sinwan-ikor-Wald
Augurr, 1938, hojding the Siedingion collecring fin, ;

(Phaie: K, Wertley)
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wdmit that not off Morris dancers aee nts

The dance itsell is believed to have been
introduced (o0 England [rom Spain in the
l4ith cemtury by lohn of Gaunt: iy roofs
rin |||I||-I||.|| the Tandango 1o w military
dance of 1the Moors hence
he name

or Moriscos

The Morris was originally Anglicized by
being performed by a boy dressed in girl's
clothes, called Maid Marian, and five gaily
dressed men. They carrfed sticks and
sported bells on their fingers and bells on
their toes, bells (uned to different notes
bl more or less in harmony,

When in the 17th century the dance was
associated with May fairs' and markets,
other English Tolklore charscters — Rokin
Hood, Friar Tuck, ete - were added to the
casl

Along with all May games the Puritans
banned Morrismen, buf the tradition was
revived at the Restoration, with the former
chaste Maid Marian replaced by the lnoser
clownish character *Malkin® or Markin®

This ‘looser”  interpretstion of  the
Morris has come down to us in the 20th
century; the favourite theme today is the
fertility” Morris, and strange it may be
but female Morris dancers do seem (o be
remarkably fertile.

There will be no hint of licenticusness at
sunrise on Ham Hill, of course; the
council’s “Countryside Ranger' and war-
den Frank Hansford {who wears his
warden armband even unto bed, they say)
will gee to that, So behave yoursell on [st
May, or Frank or the Ranger might hit
your aver the head with 8 council-issue
POO-SCOO).
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The Home of Quality Furniture

NEW DISPLAYS OF = NATURAL OAK
* LIGHT CHERRY WOOD = 1350
SEYMOUR PASTEL * LIMED OAKS
7-3 Bartlett Court * Sea King Rd * Lynx Trading Estate  Yeouil, Tel: (1935) 71720







MAD JACKS MORRIS

JACK IN THE GREEN

1990
FESTIVAL OF
MORRIS DANCING

SATURDAY 5 MAY — MONDAY 7 MAY

See over 500 Morris Dancers in the picturesque seaside setting
of Hastings old and new Towns

For more information contact Nick Lynas, 422 Harold Road, Hastings or
Hastings Tourism and Leisure Department, 5 Robertson Terrace, Hastings
Tel 0424 722022

Sponsored by Hastings Borough Council




MAD JACKS MORRIS
JACK IN THE GREEN

1990
FESTIVAL OF

SATURDAY 5 MAY — MONDAY 7 MAY

See aver 500 Morris Dancers in the picluresque seaside setting
of Hastings old and new Towns
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MAD JACKS MORRIS JACK IN THE GREEN FESTIVAL
EPROVISIONAL PEOGRANNE
GATUEDAY 9th MAY TO HONDAY Tih MAY

SATURDAY Sth MAY !
12.00pm Up to 3% morris sldes converge on the ROYAL STANDARD FUB, ROCK A
NORE, to meet Mad Jacks, stretch their legs and have thelr first dance of the weekend.

2.30 pm The morris sides will be dancing arocund Hastings or just see the

sights.
= 3.00 pm Morrils sldes dance 1n the Castle, Robertson St, George 5t, and

Vinkle Island.

8.00 — 11.30pm FREE Folk evening in The Marina Pavillion, 5t Leonards,
menbers of the public will have to pay on the door, a bus will shuttle from The Standard
to The Marina and back agsin on a continuous basis from ¥.30 pm untill 12.00 pm. We may
also organise a sing around in The Royal Standard, though this may well be on a adhoc

basis.

SUNDAY 6th MAY
10.00 am Sides can dance around Hastiogs and collect for their own bag.

- 12,00 pm Sundry folk mayhem with a sing around/tune up in the Yelton Hotel
with free entry to and dancing on, the FPler.

o : 3.30 pm Massed stand on Hastings Pler.

8.00 - 12.00pm Ceilidh in the Falalse Hall with a good cellidh band.
Snack meals and real ale should be avallable at the bar. This event is only open to
INVITED TICEET holders only.

J MONDAY Tth MAY
= 10.15% am Assemble outside the Fishermans Museum, in Rock a Nore.

10,30 am THE GRAND PROCESSION. The Lord Mayor of Hastings releases the
Jack from the FISHEEMANS MUSEUM, Mad Jacks Men will dance the Rose around the Jack after
which the procession will move off along the Prom turning into the Old Town ,up ALL SALNTS
STREET ascross the BOURNE and down THE HIGH STREET and into GEDRGE STREET. When the Jack
reaches the Hoyal Albion the procession will stop and mll sides can dance to thair hearts
content. We should have a few pubs open so that refreshments can be taken. We have been
asked by the Old Town traders to try to maintain a way through George 5t so that the
public can circulate freely

11.45 am Reform and process along the PROM, turning into THE NMENORIAL via
QUEEES ROAD snd slong CASTLE RUAD up to Lhe CASTLE.

12. 15 pm Dinner time in the Castle groumnds. with real ale and food in one
marquis and shelter and solance in the other, Try not to get there all at ooce as this
tends to send the catering staff into total shock. Each side will have the neccessary FREE
drink and food tickets which can be redeemed for a Floughmans and a range of drinks,

So that everybody can get a chance to see the other sides as well as the castle the stand
I will be continual from the entrance of the Jack into the castle with Mad Jacks starting
;g the proceedings. A boarded area is provided for clog sides.

! 3.00 pm Mad Jacks dance atter which the SPIRIT OF SUNMER is released.

: 3.19 pm Stagger off bome, vowing to return next year,

I If you have any problems what so ever please contact Nick Lynas at 422 Harold Road,
Hastings, E. Sussex, TH3S S5HG. or on 0424 433830




:E:Tei:n?g;n:::ﬂ :th:ugrj Em O%,.deas on how to make the event battar :nr-
B . v &2 weekend or aft " '

yourself let chlq_ﬂlck knew and he will andggé :Dn :hraiF thﬁﬂ ::J

but he unfortunatly won't te abia to clear up that little i k

OFCE you have been to a Iaep ih the

“hi?h ke HIEtEUSh-"EIEHME to do.  Just let me know you are coming but
don't IDTEQ O spread the good ward to other sides who have so far
missed out on the experience but dont get to carried away as side numbers
will be limited to 30,

Green youlwill always want to return,

FHUHEEEiﬁlh Try and keep as close as reasconably possible ta the side
in front who should be playing a simijar tune. 1If you don't know any
processionals learn some either bafnra you arrive or during your stay.

Q orderly for your food on Monday as 500 Morris

eople descending on
the food tent at once will probably g 8

Ecare the &8st gut of the corvers,

ROYAL STANDARD Vi1l ba the base I‘_hrr]uEhﬂut the weskand. They have an

extension untill 12.30 on Friday night, =o for those arriving befors then
their should be a welcome. An axceptional pint of Shep's.

SEMUGGLERS ADVENTURE The reason why we can't uss the CAVES anymora,
MNore successful than the dafunct Doomsday Exhibition. You have a reduced
admisslion 1f you show the right card, worth a vist, on the West Hill
underneath the red light.

THANE YOU to you for coming, Ha;tings for having us, the Council for
putting us up in every way and averyone else who puts in the effort +n
make the weekend really something.

i r entitled to :- Free entry to the Folk Evening on Saturday
Fres entry to the ceilidh on Sunday
A free drink on Monday dinnertime
A {ree ploughmans on Monday dinnertime.
Free use of the Venicular railway
Free entry to the Castle
Feduced entry to the Smugglers Adventura.
A free badge which along with your tickst is your
passpart to all the above

VENUE! the Marina Pavilion can be reached sither by walking , a long
way, along the From or by taking the special bus which should do-a
contivous shuffls between Winkle Island and the Marina. Thz Falals=e Hall
i= directly behind the Pler go is in steggering distance of the 0Old Town
s0 no bus on Sunday night You've got to get some exercise.

WVOUNDE AFD INJURIES I'ry not to get any but 1f you do The Royal East
! the only Hospital with a casualty. A very long wait. If you
to go, go by ambulance (if there are any)

The organlisers can always do with an xtra pair of hands at
and especially on Monday. 1f your have an xtra palr make
known and be prepared

YELTON THE The maln watering hole on Sunday as it is opposite the
pler There should be a sing song/tuns up in the bar or downstalrs
dependant on the weather. Food is avallable but order it asap. “Also
this year The Vhite Bock has promisad to have renl ale and good food 1In

The Stage bar and up stairs in the Buttery.

ZEREERDY Just like the puppet Jack in the Green will always com

raund swlé +be Spring
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Extra picsin a pouch in the back of the book
Pilsdon Pen - May Day 1990
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